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2012 Paducah Dragon Boat Festival
The first annual Paducah Dragon Boat
Festival, with proceeds to benefit the River Discovery Center
was held on September 22nd. As a first year event, it was a huge
success with 26 teams participating and huge crowds at the
riverfront. Sponsors of the event were Ingram Barge, Marquette
Transportation, AEP River Operations, US Bank, and James
Marine. The winning team was the MSU Paducah Racers.
Second Place went to the Agri Dragons and third place was Go
Performance.
The event saw hundreds of spectators coming to watch
Dragon boats racing on our riverfront. With the races beginning
at 9am and lasting until 3pm, people enjoyed a festival type
atmosphere all day long. The day started with a team captains
meeting to review the rules of the day and then the races began

with 3 teams racing in each heat.
Every team raced in 2 heats before there was a short lunch
break. All teams participated in the final heat to determine the
winner, which was based on the quickest time. Only hundredths
of a second separated the winning times!(continued on page 3)

Top left: Best Dressed Drummer-Ladonna Knoth, Marquette Warriors.
Top right: Most Team Spirit-Paducah Water Wave Runners.
Bottom left: Best Team Area-Monkey See Monkey Do.
Bottom right: First Place- MSU Paducah Racers.

SAVE THE DATE: 2013 Paducah Dragon Boat Festival September 21, 2013
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Director’s Notes!

Rivers of Opportunity

Julie Harris,
Executive Director
This edition of The Anchor highlights
the Paducah Dragon Boat Festival
held September 22nd. It was a great
inaugural event and it was wonderful
to see so much of Paducah’s business
and non-profit community take part
in the action. Not only did we raise
money for our educational programs,
the event allowed companies the
opportunity to provide a fun team
building activity for their employees.
Feedback from paddlers has been
really positive, many stating they had
not had that much fun in a long time!
22 Dragons, the event producer from
Montreal, Canada did a great job at
making things run smoothly.
We look forward to hosting the
event again in 2013. Save the date,
September 21st! We held our 2nd
high school career fair, Rivers of
Opportunity which brought 75 kids to
learn all about the myriad of careers
available to them in the river industry.
Students from Paducah, McCracken,
Hickman, Ballard and Marshall school
districts, each a river community,
participated. These career fairs will
be held twice yearly and are a very
important addition to our educational
offerings, not just for the river industry
but also for the school districts as well,
as they are required to provide career
readiness programs for their high
school students.
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The River Discovery Center,
in conjunction with Seamens
Church Institute’s Center for
Maritime Education held their
second career day, October
19th, entitled Rivers of Opportunity. The event hosted approximately 75 students from
5 school districts: McCracken,
Paducah, Marshall, Ballard and
Hickman. The guest speaker
was Bill Kinzeler, a retired river
mariner, from Louisville, KY, who
spoke to the students about the
many career paths available on
the river. The students visited
with representatives from most
of the locally based river towing companies as well as the
U.S. Coast Guard, Army Corps of
Engineers and WKCTC’s Marine
Technology program.

The students were also able to
board a Coast Guard vessel on
the premises and spend time in
the simulators at both RDC and
SCI. Lunch was served and door
prizes were awarded. Because
high schools are required to offer career readiness programs,
and with our rivers playing an
important role in career opportunities here in Paducah, this
program plays a valuable role
for our area high schools and
students.

Birthday Parties at the River Discovery Center
Call for details

270-575-9958
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2012 Paducah Dragon Boat Festival
continued from the front cover

Everyone had a great day. The weather was perfect, which is
something that is rather unreliable. And, the Paducah community now
has a new event on the river.

Photos A: Agri Dragons 2nd Place. B: Third Place-Go Performance.
C:Marquette Warriors. D: Kentcky Thoroughbreasts.
E: MSI-Tai-1-On. F: James Marine. G: AEP Mariners.
All other Photos are race day shots
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RIVER DISCOVERY CENTER BOARD OF DIRECTORS
John Anderson
Amy Bramlitt
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Alex Edwards
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Stan Knight
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Museum Staff

Julie Harris, Executive Director
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E.J. Abell, Director of Education

Corporate Partners

AEP River operations • INGRAM BARGE COMPANY • James Marine
MARQUETTE TRANSPORTATION • LAY LEASING • Paducah Rigging

